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rious, the conditions hardly knowo or forgotten. The
magician had dissolved his own spell. The strong
gronnd on which the adversaries of Henry stood
crumbled beneath them; they had lost the great excuse
which justified them in the eyes of men for their revolt,
for the deposition of Henry, for the election of a new
King* Gregory conducted himself with that subtle
policy in which he was as great a master as in bold
resolve. He left free course to the fears and passions
of the Germans hostile to Henry, yet took no step which
would prevent him from disclaiming, in the face of the
world, the election of Rudolph, now put openly forward
as the intended successor of the deposed Henry. He
sept. i6, retired to his safer sanctuary at Eome, where
1077. jie resume(j fog state. Count Maingold, the
brother of the historian Herman the Lame, had been
despatched to Gregory with the account of the pro-
ceedings at TJlm, and a respectful invitation
to the Pope to attend in person at the Diet at
Forcheim. The Pope sent a message to the confederate
Princes, advising them to delay (if it could be done
without danger, of which he would not take the respon-
sibility) their final decision concerning the throne. At
the same time he sent Count Maingold to Henry, to
demand a safe-conduct for himself across the Alps.
Aboufc This was to be the test of Henry's fidelity. At
mrc]l 7< the same time with the embassy of the Pope,
Henry had received a summons to Forcheim, and also
an insidious admonition from his rival Rudolph, not to
enter into Germany until his mother or the Pope should
have prepared the way for his reception.

Henry met subtlety with subtlety. He excused
himself from appearing at Forcheim on the appointed
day. " He had newly taken upon himself the functions